


The purpose of the update is to provide policy and program direction to support all modes of travel throughout
Town limits and to provide safe, accessible, and convenient opportunities for transportation. The General
Plan Circulation & Scenic Roadways Element update sets forth explicit policies for the Town’s Complete
Streets standards and provides graphics that depict existing conditions in the Town. Most policies and
programs in the updated element already exist. Proposed changes and additions are intended to clarify and
strengthen existing goals and policies. The proposed amendments do not include any changes in land use
designations because the Town is nearly built out and substantial population growth is not expected in the
future. The major changes in policy direction are specific to Complete Streets specifications.

All elements of the Town’s General Plan have been updated over the past several years. Phase 1 included
an update to the Introduction, Open Space & Recreation Element, and Conservation Element, which were
adopted by the Town Council on April 26, 2007. Phase 2 included an update to the Safety Element and
Noise Element, which were adopted by the Town Council on November 8, 2007. Phase 3 included the Land
Use Element and Pathways Element. The Housing Element Update was approved on July 23, 2009. The
subject proposal is for the update to the Town’s Circulation & Scenic Roadways Element.

SURROUNDING LAND USES AND SETTING

Incorporated as a general law Town on January 27, 1956, the Town of Los Altos Hills is located in northern
Santa Clara County directly west of Los Altos. It abuts Palo Alto along the north and northwest
boundaries, open space preserves managed by the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District along the
western and southern boundary, and unincorporated areas of Santa Clara County to the southeast. The
Town encompasses approximately 9 square miles with an additional 5.2 square miles of unincorporated
land adjacent to the Town’s boundaries designated as being within its sphere of influence.

The Town is bisected by Interstate 280, which runs from northwest to southeast. The Town is also served
by Foothill Expressway, which forms part of its northeasterly boundary. Arterial roads including Page
Mill, Arastradero, and El Monte-Moody Road provide channels for primary movement within the Town.

The Town of Los Altos Hills is a semi-rural residential community with a population of 8,360. The setting
of the Town is characterized by low-density development, rolling terrain and dense vegetation. The Town
serves as a transition area between the urbanized mid-peninsula and the open foothills of the coastal
mountain range. The Town is a low-density suburban residential community on hilly terrain, with dense
vegetation including oak trees and natural habitats. Although Los Altos Hills has no prime agricultural land,
the rugged physical characteristics of the area have helped to maintain its semi-rural quality.

The land use categories within the Town of Los Altos Hills are residential, institutional, recreation (public
and private), and open space (preserve and conservation area). There are two zoning districts for all
properties in Town: R-A (Residential Agricultural) and OSR (Open Space Reserve). Additional uses such
as public and private schools, churches and synagogues, and recreational clubs are permitted through
conditional use permits. There are no commercial or industrial land uses within the Town. Commercial,
retail, and industrial uses are found in the adjoining suburban communities of Los Altos and Palo Alto.

Other public agencies whose approval is required: None








































Scenic Roadways Element introduces policies relating to Complete Streets and enhanced connectivity for
all modes of travel. As such, there would be no impacts to drainage and no changes to the existing runoff
pattern. Water quality standards and waste discharge requirements would be unaffected by the subject
policy update. There would be no impacts to groundwater recharge or groundwater supplies. Any
subsequent action that would physically change or alter the existing circulation network will be subject to
environmental review and potential impacts to hydrology and water quality will be specifically analyzed
at the project level. As a policy update, the subject project does not alter drainage or runoff patterns in any
way. Therefore, there would be no impacts to hydrology and water quality resulting from the proposed
update to the Circulation and Scenic Roadways Element.

MITIGATION: No mitigation is necessary.
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